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Exceptions

We try to play an authentic version of base ball
but there are some exceptions that we allow.

• The rules of 1861 through 1865 state that
no substitutions are allowed except in case
of illness or injury, but we allow them.

• Pinch runners are allowed for players un-
able to run or wishing to avoid running in
order to prevent further injury – the first
available batter in the batting order who is
not on base is used as the pinch runner.

• If the two teams agree, additional players
beyond the nine playing the field can be in-
cluded in the batting order in order to in-
crease participation and encourage more
players to attend games.

• If there is no umpire available, the team at
bat will provide a player to act as umpire.

• If one team is short-handed and the other
has more than 9 players then they can
“loan” their extra players to the other team.

• If both teams have only 8 players then the
team at bat will provide a catcher for the
fielding team – in some cases we will also
agree to prohibit base stealing.

• We use a backstop to minimize the number
of base balls that end up in the Thames
River since they cost $16 each. It is unclear
if backstops were used or even allowed.

• If both teams agree before the game starts,
a baserunner is limited to a one-step lead
off the base and must wait for the pitcher to
release the ball before attempting to steal a
base or advancing on a hit ball.

• We don't secure our bases. If the base
moves, it remains safe haven for the runner.

• We wear black modern rubber cleats with
non-black design elements blacked out.

About Us

• The Thames Base Ball Club is a non-profit
vintage base ball team. Our goal is to pro-
mote and preserve the game of base ball as
it was played in the mid-19th century and
have fun while doing so.

• Our team was formed in 2005. Edward
Baker, a former member of the Mystic
Oceanics team that folded in 2004. He had
just become the Executive Director of the
New London County Historical Society, and
decided to form a new team.

• Our home field is located at historic Fort
Trumbull in New London, CT.

• The Woodstock Hilltoppers, Wethersfield
Red Onion, and Lisbon Tunnelmen are our
regular opponents. We occasionally play
teams from Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
New York, and Maine.

• We are available during games to answer
any questions from the fans about the dif-
ferences between the game we as we play it
and the modern game of baseball.

• We are a member of the Vintage Base Ball
Association (VBBA).

• Some team members belong to the Society
for American Baseball Research (SABR).

• If you would like us to play at your event,
send us an email and let us know the date
of the event, the dimensions of your field,
and whether you can put together a team to
serve as our opponent or if you would
rather that we try to find another vintage
team to play.

• If you are interested in joining our team,
send us an email. While we don't currently
have any women on our team, we have had
some in the past and welcome any who
would like to join us.




